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Immigrant population, public space and housing in Barcelona

Immigration is considered to 

be a major social 

phenomenon in the Spain of 

the early XXI century. The 

massive influx of immigrants 

is a fact that is producing 

structural and irreversible 

changes in our cities (Blanco, 

2000). 

Introduction



This rapid increase of the 

immigrant population has 

produced important changes in 

the physical and social 

configuration of the Spanish 

cities

Introduction
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Introduction

This research 

takes as its 

starting point, the 

results of a 

previous research, 

about segregation 

and the location of 

immigrant 

population on 

seven main 

metropolitan areas 

in Spain
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Introduction

According to the socioeconomic profile of the population and the housing stock 

characteristics, the Metropolitan Region of Barcelona was classified into six categories:

-Detached Housing

-Middle class, secondary education, middle sized dwellings

-Low Class, small dwellings from 60s-80s

-Deficient Housing 

-High Class, tertiary education, big dwellings

-Old housing, for rent

Immigrant population, public space and housing in Barcelona



Introduction

There  is not spatial segregation, but the immigrant population is located in 

areas with more problems: 

-old housing with rent tenure

-deficient housing 
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Research question

The characteristics of the housing of 

the immigrant population and how 

use public spaces of their everyday 

environments
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Research context

Scope: Three neighbourhood

in  Barcelona, where is located 

a rate of immigrant population 

over the average of the MRB; 

with different socio-economic 

and urban characteristics.
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Research Context

El Raval Escorxador Ciutat Meridiana
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Quantitative

-Statistical data analysis 

Source: Population and Housing Census, Continuous 

Census and Cadastre

-Mapping of results

Qualitative 

-Participant observation       

-In-depth interviews to immigrant population

-In-depth interviews to key informant 

-In-depth interviews

Method
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-In-depth interviews

Results about housing
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Tenure: Rent ïDwelling        Formal housing market (high requirements)

ïRoom       Informal housing market

Social network

Main criteria to search: economic and location

Access
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-In-depth interviews

Housing career

Before economic crisis
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-In-depth interviews

Housing career

Economic crisis
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How are the dwellings

ÅThe satisfaction with dwelling and the neighborhood is quite high 

and the valuation of the number and quality of facilities and public 

spaces is very positive.

ÅLack of  lift

ÅLack of windows, ventilation, light, structural problems, noise

ÅHousing mesure

ÅIn relation with living conditions, families (or mothers) with children 

find more problems, since when they share housing do not have 

space for the right development of children (places to play, do 

homework ...) and in many cases only can use the house to sleep.
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With who

ÅKind of migratory project

ÅLiving with people outside the family unit is very problematic.

ÅIf they have to share housing they prefer do it with people from their 

country or religion but does not guarantee to avoid coexistence 

problems.

ÅThey share room with family or friends
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-In-depth interviews

Results about public space
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Which public spaces

ÅDaily - Public space in the neighbourhood, close to house

ÅStreets, square, parksé

ÅInformal public spaces: exit of schools or corners

ÅOverlooked spaces: groups of young men

ÅEventually - Meeting places of the community in the city: 

open spaces as beach, city parks, informal spaces to practice 

sports
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When

ÅGender is a determining factor
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ÅUse the public space in 

relation with her gender role: 

taking care; doing the 

shoppingé.

ÅEmployment situation

ÅKind of migratory project

Women Men



With who

ÅAmerica ïMixed groups of men and women

ÅAsia and Africa ïGroups of women or groups of men

ÅAge is also a determining factor, since as younger the 

population is, most common is the existence of groups with 

different origins.  Excepting socialization in mixed as the output 

of school or facilities.
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